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. The FCC has released a Notice of Pro- 
posed Rulemaking seeking comments on whe- 
ther examination credit should be given for 
written elements for amateur radio operator 
examinations administered under the new vol- 
unteer examinination program. 


The action was taken in response to a 
petition for rulemaking filed by New Mexico 
amateur, Robert A. Scupp, WBSYYX of Albu- 
querque. At present, credit can be given only 
for telegraphy examination elements. 


The Commission also inquired whether it 
is necessary to continue to require the filing 
of an FCC Form 610 application for a license 
each time a person takes an examination. The 
possibilities for expanding the use of the Cer- 
tificate of Successful Completion of an Exam- 
ination will also be explored. 


BACKGROUND OF THE PROPOSAL 


Seupp filed his petition last April pro- 
posing immediate examination credit upon suc- 
cessfully completing any examination element 
except for examinations for the Novice license. 
He argued that it is very burdensome to VE's 
and VEC's who must administer or process the 
same written test element twice. (See W5YI 
Report, May 1, 1985, page 4) 


The FCC accepted his suggestion as 
having merit and assigned it file No. RM-4991. 
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The volunteer examination system for 
amateur operator licenses above the Novice 
class went into effect December 1, 1983. In 
some respects it was patterned after the exam- 
ination system previously employed by the 
Commission. 


Prior to the VE program, the FCC rou- 
tinely administered the required telegraphy 
examination before administering any required 
written examinations. FCC rules provided for 
examination credit for telegraphy elements to 
accommodate those applicants who successfully 
completed the telegraphy element but failed 
the written element. 


The one-year credit for the telegraphy 
element enabled them to retake the written 
element without having to again demonstrate 
the required proficiency in the international 
Morse code. There was no provision for credit 
for written elements since a successful appli- 
cant would be issued a license. 


The FCC said "It appears that under 
the volunteer examination system, it is some- 
times desirable to administer written elements 
prior to administering telegraphy examination 
elements. ...Our rules make no provision for 
examination credit for written elements. Thus 
an applicant under the volunteer examination 
system who successfully completes a required 
written element but fails a required telegraphy 
element in an examination session must re-take 
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the written element at a later session." 


The object of Scupp's petition is to 
eliminate the need for an applicant to re-take 
written examination elements which have 
already been successfully completed. 


THE FCC PROPOSAL.... 

In agreeing with Seupp, the FCC said 
"We see no reason to continue the procedures 
of the former examination structure in the 
existing volunteer examination system. If exam- 
iners and VEC's find it useful and convenient 
to offer examination elements in a different 
order, our rules should not hinder them." 


ination credit for all written and telegraphy 
elements administered under the volunteer 
examination system above the Novice class. 
Code tests ean be given in any order. Written 
examination elements will continue to be ad- 
ministered in ascending order of difficulty. 
§Part 97.25[b] will be rewritten and §Part 
97.28[e] eliminated if the FCC adopts their 
NPRM. 


TEMPORARY OPERATION BY NEW HAMS... 


The Commission emphasized that tempo- 
rary operating authority in the Amateur ser- 
vice does not extend to persons who have suc- 
eessfully completed the required examinations 
but not yet received their first amateur 
license. 


"Written and telegraphy examinations 
are only part of the qualifications procedure. 
We must make many determinations based upon 
the FCC Form 610 before we may issue an 
amateur operator license, including that the 
applicant is not a representative of a foreign 
government, that the applicant has a. mailing 
address in the United States, and that the 
applicant's station application is not a major 
action for purposes of environmental impact." 


"Before issuing an amateur operator 
license we must know the associated station's 
land location and control point(s), without 


to resolve interference problems. For these. 
reasons temporary operating authority is only 
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appropriate for those applicants who seek to} 
upgrade existing amateur operator licenses," | 
the FCC wrote in the February 12th release. eS 


While not proposing that the moan 
recent Certificate of Successful Completion of 


elements since "that information may not be] 
readily available or verifiable", the Commis-|_ 
sion did seek comment on whether expansion of |} 
these certificates is workable. 


The FCC also wondered whether it was | 
necessary to require an application before a}*=} 
candidate may take an element? "We do not|= 
wish to receive and hold applications until an | = 
applicant has accumulated the required ele-}& 
ments, due to the increased administrative bur- | & 
den this would place upon our processing }o6 
staff." 


The Commission questioned whether|@ 
"VEC's could be the repository for pending | 2, 
applications, or whether we should allow a j@ 
eandidate to accumulate Certificates of Sue- 
eessful Completion and to later submit an FCC 
Form 610 through a VEC when the candidate | (4 
has fulfilled the requirements for the desired} 5 
class of operator license." 1 


The FCC suggested that the FCC Form | 
610 application form be revised to provide | © 
boxes that could be checked showing that aj 
written element had been previously passed. | 
Comments on PR Docket No. 86-63 | 
elose on April 30, 1986. Reply comments: Mays 
31, 1986. 
(Action by FCC by NPRM, February 10, 1986.) _ 


WAYNE GREEN RETURNS TO 7 3_ MAGAZINE 


"Never Say Die" editorials are back! The x 
March 1986 73 Magazine is the first to fea-— 
ture testy Wayne Green, W2NSD/1, doing what — 
he does best - trying to get the ham ranks © 
growing and criticizing the code! He says }|u& 
that Japan has eight times more amateurs per | 7 
capita than the United States! The availabil- [¢& 
ity of a codeless ham class, af course, is ite Te 
reason. 


When the FCC refused to adopt a code- ; 
less class of amateur radio operator license a = 


couple of years ago, Green's _ sarcastic 
response was to petition the Commission to 
require retesting every two years for in- 
ereased Morse Code proficiency. Under the 
Green proposal, an amateur would have to 
demonstrate an ability to copy 5 words per 
minute faster than the last test until a level 
of 35 words per minute was reached. The Pri- 
vate Radio Bureau denied the petition as not 
warranting consideration. 


(oe oe SDO 


1985 AMATEUR ENFORCEMENT ACTION.... 


The FCC has sent out a news bulletin 
highlighting enforcement action taken against 
amateur radio operators during 1985. Most 
noteworthy are: 


My age is at least 18 years old. 


JAMES W. SMITH, W6VCE was the subject of 
numerous complaints of two meter interfer- 
ence in the San Diego, California area. His 
amateur license was revoked effective Novem- 
ber 3, 1985. 


in making, preparing or distributing amateur radio equipment or 


EUGENE C. SYKES, W400 of West Palm 
Beach, Florida, paid a fine and court costs 
totalling $2400. He had been caught operating 
with excessive power in the Novice band when 
the FCC monitored him after receiving com- 
plaints that he had been causing intentional 
second harmonic interference to another ama- 
teur. The Commission had originally imposed a 
$550 fine which Sykes refused to pay. The 
U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of 
Florida filed suit to collect and a jury re- 
turned a verdict against Sykes. 


_ license preparation materials. 


DAVID SAKS, WD4SHP, the subject of re- 
peater jamming, obscene language and opera- 
tion on an unauthorized subband, was con- 
vieted of unlicensed operation in U.S. District 
Court in Memphis. This was based on his ope- 
ration on Technician frequencies while a Nov- 
ice. His license was revoked on June 26, 1985. 


KEITH J. OBERMEYER, KAQOHH was cited 
for interfering with a frequency used by the 
St. Louis fire department. During a revocation 
proceeding, Obermeyer submitted his license 
for cancellation with the understanding that 
he would be able to apply for a new amateur 
license after nine months had passed. 


cate (optional) is also available for $1.00. Details and accredl- 
ation materials will be sent to you within a two week period. 


JAMES BRANTLEY, K6KPS, the subject of 
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many HF operating complaints over a number 
of years, was most recently accused of dis- 
rupting ongoing 20 meter communications by 
calling CQ for long periods or making ealls to 
non-existent stations for the purpose of oeccu- 
pying the frequency. Since the prolonged eall- 
ing was not intended to establish communica- 
tions, it was deemed "broadcasting." Brantly 
was fined $2,000 for violating Section 97.113 
of the rules. 


LAWRENCE KACZMARCZYK, W3UOW, was 
eharged with numerous instances of two-meter 
malicious interference in the area of Mahanoy 
City, PA. He submitted his license for cancel- 
lation during a revocation proceeding with the 
understanding that he could apply for a new 
license after one year. 


ROBERT J. (JEFF) KING, WB8WKA, is the 
subject of a revocation proceeding for inten- 
tional two meter DART repeater interference 
in the Detroit area. BERNIE SLOTNIK, KB8RE 
agreed to a voluntary suspension of his 
license as a result of interference to the 
DART system. The U.S. attorney had begun 
criminal proceedings against a total of three 
persons - the other individual was not an 
amateur. In addition, King had his commercial 
radio operator license suspended for two 
weeks, The short suspension was due to the 
fact that King makes his living in the radio 
field which requires the license. 


HF PROBLEMS: In March 1985, the Commis- 
sion issued a Public Notice stating that it was 
investigating complaints of Amateurs operat- 
ing in a violative manner on the frequencies 
3895, 3853 and 3927 kHz and targeted Ama- 
teurs in certain named areas for concentrated 
enforcement efforts. Conditions on these fre- 
quencies have improved; two cases in particu- 
lar are noteworthy: 


J. FRED RILEY, WA8AJN was the subject of 
malicious interference complaints on 75 met- 
ers. After a revocation proceeding was 
started against him, Riley agreed to a suspen- 
sion of his license with the understanding that . 
he ean request the suspension to be lifted 
after a year. 


JERRY R. DYKE, WD8LEU was charged with 
overpower operation and malicious, intentional 
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interference. He was caught operating with 
excessive power - more than 20,000 watts - 
far in exeess of the 1,500 watt maximum 
permitted by Section 97.67. The FCC imposed 
a $2,000 fine for his violation. 


The FCC maintains, however, that all 


of the HF problems have not been resolved. - 


Amateurs in the following areas are still the 
subject of complaints and they have now been 


targeted for concentrated enforcement 
efforts: 


-Alexandria, Virginia 
-Indianapolis, Indiana -Genoa, Ohio 
-Ottumwa, Iowa -Fernandina Beach, Florida 
-Crawfordsville, Indiana -Graytown, Ohio 
-Madison, Ohio -Toledo, Ohio 
-Shady Spring, West Virginia 


-Paducah, Kentucky 


"Amateurs operating in violation of the 
rules could face a fine, license revocation or 
criminal prosecution," the FCC said. 


GMRS USERS GEAR UP TO SAVE SERVICE... 


The Notice of Inquiry adopted by the 
FCC on January 30 proposing to abolish the 


460-MHz 8-channel General Mobile Radio Ser- 
vice and replace it with a "kiddie-talkie" ser- 
vice (as it is being called) has not yet been 
released. The Personal Radio Steering Group - 
a GMRS group headed up by Corwin D. 
Moore, Jr., WB8UPM, of Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
isn't waiting for the paperwork. They are 
already gearing up for an all out fight to re- 
tain the service. 


The PRSG is in the process of making a 
mailing to all 20,000 GMRS licensees and pro- 
ducing support materials. A special committee 
of Washington area GMRS users are identify- 
ing key Congressmen and Senators and a cam- 
paign of letter writing and in-person visits 
will apparently be underway shortly. 


They will key on how important GMRS 
is to public safety and community service. 
The campaign goes into full swing, we're told, 
once the precise language of the NOI is 
known. A fund raising effort is now underway 
to finance the battle to save GMRS. 


Docket 86-38 requests information on 


/17214. 
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replacing the GMRS with a service that has 
no repeaters and no licenses using hand held 


low-power transceivers with very limited 
range. 
DX BULLETIN SOLD TO CHOD HARRIS! 


The nation's oldest weekly amateur 
radio publication, The DX Bulletin is moving 
to California! 
VP2ML, takes over from Connecticut amateur 
Jim Cain, K1TN effective March 1, 1986. 


Chod, a licensed amateur for some two 
decades, has operated from more than a dozen 
countries - including Easter Island CEQA, 
Sierra Leone 9L1, Galapagos HC8, Christmas 
Island T32, Senegal 6W8 ...and others. 


Harris is also the author of several 
books, numerous amateur radio articles and, 
most recently, DX editor of 73 Magazine. His 
name disappeared from the 73 masthead in 
January '86, the effective date of the trans- 
fer back of the publication to Wayne Green 
Enterprises. 


The new address for The DX Bulletin is 
816 Fourth Street, Suite 1001; Santa Rosa, 
CA 95404. (Telephone: 707-523-1001) 


By the way, if you are looking for a 
good basic book on amateur radio DXing, we 


suggest "DX POWER, Effective Techniques 


for Radio Amateurs" by Eugene B. Tilton, 


M.D., K5RSG! The book makes for light 
reading with several quotes and poems from 
Hugh Cassidy, WA6AUD, writing in the West 
Coast DX Bulletin - the forerunner of the 
publication that Chod Harris just bought. 


It covers everything you ever wondered 
about long distance amateur radio communica- 
tion - from pile up techniques to what you 
need in a station. 
Universe 2001 Maxima transceiver ahead of a 
Steelmasher 5000 linear using a water-cooled 
10CX90000A tube to a Quadrexial Zoom Radi- 
ation DX1 computerized antenna system on 
semi-sequential 100-foot booms at 500 feet, 
Dr. Tilton says. (244 pages - Cost: $10.00 
from: Tab Books, Ine., Blue Ridge Summit, PA 
First edition, first printing published 
1985.) 


Well known DX'er Chod Harris, — 


You don't need a Space 
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AMATEUR CENSUS AS OF YEAR END eee (Source: FCC, Gettysburg, PA 17325) 


STATE EXTRA ADVANCED GENERAL TECHNICIAN NOVICE TOTAL: 
Alabama 562 1316 1599 - 1314 1063 5854 
Alaska 208 475 566 324 409 1982 
Arizona 697 1952 2141 1713 1115 7618 
Arkansas 303 7172 ~ 912 614 547 3148 
California #1 4934 14163 14917 13564 9982 57560 
Colorado 715 1664 1916 1232 1185 7 6712 
Connecticut 689 1422 1879 906 1477 6373 
Delaware 113 226 772250 206 ay 1012 
Dist. of Columbia 55 104 126 48 74 407. 
Florida #3 2113 6046 7125 4773 4785 ' 24842 
Georgia 767 1919 2171 1616 1331 7804 
Hawaii 191 484 (544 311 370 1900 - 
Idaho 182 437 626 S24e 376 1945 
Illinois #6 1608 3847 5057 3679 3272 17463 
Indiana 785 , 2144 2645 2270 2049 9893 
Iowa 436 1317 1546 780 896 4975 
Kansas 399 1051 1543 660. 939 4592 
Kentucky 366 951 1314 962 961 4554 
‘Louisiana 497 1201 1376 877 819 4770 
Maine 230 527 878 S324 467 2426 
Maryland 901 2067 1999 1252 1335 7554 
Massachusetts 1224 2503 3345 2261 1730 11063 
Michigan #8 1291 3212 4200 2795 2734 14232 
Minnesota 703 1747 2194 1146 1395 7185 
Mississippi 240 631 781 465 436 2553 
Missouri 734 1914 2451 1408 1632 8139 
Montana 162 362 568 169 317 1578 
Nebraska 187 728 990 427 485 2817 
Nevada 190 443 600 383 336 1952 
New Hampshire 304 592 820 518 472 2706 
New Jersey #9 1417 3102 3460 2691 295 12865 
New Mexico 347 719 808 490 388 2752 
New York #2 2363 5603 6806 4992 6227 25991 
North Carolina 781 2115 2453 1597 1431 8377 
North Dakota 69 211 386 104 258 1028 
Ohio #5 1698 4428 5448 5028 3720 20322 
‘Oklahoma 432 1321 1355 1082 925 5115 
Oregon 670 1740 2294 1387 1595 7686 
Pennsylvania #7 1613 3930 4985 3318 3421 17267 
Rhode Island 164 300 495 372 251 1582 
South Carolina 340 871 1174 652 564 3601 
South Dakota 87 288 - 355 146 208 1084 
Tennessee 699 1914 1872 1802 1309 7596 
Texas #4 2366 6240 7076 5090 3839 24611 
Utah | 211 609 _ 609 659 bara 77 2565 
Vermont 137 254 336 124 194 1035 
Virginia 1103 2385 2741 1611 1618 9458 
Washington #10 1145 2957 3677 2464 2461 12704 
West Virginia 244 606 820 544 823 3037 


Wisconsin 578 1550 2137 1108 1268 6641 


~ EXTRA ADVANCED NOVICE 


STATE GENERAL TECHNICIAN TOTAL: 


Wyoming 85 185 303 143 “230 . 946 
Guam 12 39 22 18 121 212 
Puerto Rico 135 328 363 909 1829 3564 
Virgin Islands ts 37 m+ 44 22 45 163 
American Samoa 2 2 = 2 8 19 
Johnston Island : 1 Fen be 
N. Mariana Island 5 5 4 2 16 
Other 1 3 roee. | 4 9 


1985 TOTAL: 38,495 97,959 117,107 83,679 78,616 415,856 
% OF TOTAL: 9.3% 23.5% 28.2% 20.1% 18.9% 100% 


AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS.... During 1985: 41,439 amateurs were ad- 
ministered 62,589 Technician through Extra 

issued through the first of February. Class test elements. The pass rate increased 

! from a year beginning 51.3% to a year ending 

Radio Gp."A" Gp."B" Gp."C" Gp."D" 62.01% with the average pass rate being 
District: Extra Advan. Tec/Gen Novice 58.17%. The number of applicants per session 


declined to 12.92. Two existing VEC's were 
NQGI KE#DE N§GUD KASVZD accepted for national (all regions) status in 
NDID KBIWC N1DXZ KAINYK 1985. DeVry in March, Metroplex in October 
NO2H KD2QZ N2GBBKA2ZXA 1985. (W5YI-VEC coordinated 10.1% of all 
KZ3G KC3VI N3ETD KA3PDK examinations last year.) 
AA4QA KJ4PR N4NKL KB4ROD . i 
WG5C KFS5IO N5IUL KA5YWU The FCC releases their VE program sta- 
WO6Y KI6BF N6NAV KB6LOA tistics monthly. Here are the figures for 
NS7I KET7MU N7HUR KA7WWK December. 
NQ8K KE8CW N8HDT KA8YTV 


NI9X KD9TV N9FPN KASUTC DECEMBER VE PROGRAM STATISTICS.... 
N.Mariana I AHPE AH§#AC KASAI WHPAAG - 


OCOOoOnNInuP wn SH 


Guam AH2W AH2BE KH2BX WH2AIG 1984 1985 
Johnston I. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC No. of VEC's: *51 *77 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF No. of Testing Sessions: 130 293 
Hawaii (*) AH6GS NH6FD WH6BHG No. of Elements Admin.: 2,741 5,470 
Kure Is. KH7AA No. of Applicants Tested: 1,827 3,651 
Amer.Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAV ARRL-VEC 54.6% 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AC KH9AB WH9AAE W5YI-VEC 17.2% 
Alaska (*) AL7HN NL7JH WL7BJC C.ALA-VEC 5.8% 
Virgin Is. KP20 KP2AW NP2BS WP2AEP GLAARG-VEC 3.6% 
Puerto Rico WP4P KP4JS NP4TA WP4EYB DeVRY-VEC 3.1% 
A E4N-VEC 2.6% 
(Note: * = All Group "A" call signs have ANCHOR-VEC . 1.6% 
been_ assigned in Hawaii and Alaska. Group All Others: 11.5% . 
"B" for mat call signs now being issued to Pass/Upgrade Rate: (All) 49.73% 62.01% 
Extra Class amateurs.) W5YI Pass/Upgrade Rate 71.1% 59.5% 
comsame Persons Per Session (All) 14.05 12.46 
The FCC's Personal Radio Branch has | No. Elements Per Person: 1.50 1.50 
released their final calendar year 1985 volun- | No. Test Session Per VEC 2.55 3.81 


teer examiner program figures. Last year was | * = The FCC considers ARRL, W5YI, DeVRY 
the first year that the FCC administered no | and Metroplex to be 13 VEC's each since 
amateur tests at all. VEC's are appointed on a Regional basis. 


A SR PS SE TSIEN ERS LTS ONES 


(* = Only 11.8% were Novices although 
they make up 19.0% of all licensed ama- 
teurs. Novices continue to be dissatis- 
fied with their existing privileges.) 
Amateurs Failing to Renew: 405 873 
Change in Amateur Census: +938 +759 
Month End Amateur Census:413,155 416,615 
Club/Military/RACES: PAY fe il 
Total Active Stations: 419,352 
[Souree: FCC Licensing Branch, Gettysburg.] 


FPUUnREXUPa Ul, olucy WwuiTeE 
FCC §Part 97 Rules Book 


It is taking an average of 24 calendar 
days for an amateur license to be issued by 
the FCC once received in good condition ...a 
week less than last month. (Add another three 
weeks to go through the volunteer examiner 
system.) FCC processed 7,001 FCC Form 
610's during January 1986. 


Interesting statistic! Of the 1,341 ama- 
teurs that upgraded in January 1986, 1,154 
were eligible for a call sign change. Only 50% 
(578) requested the change! 


Another interesting statistic! Fifteen 
unlicensed applicants have left volunteer 


examining sessions since the start of the 1986 
Fiseal Year (October 1, 1985) with Extra 
Class amateur radio operator licenses! They 
successfully passed every examination element 
at a single sitting! 


ants and VE's. All materials contain all ques- 
answers and discussion why answer is right! 


D 
a Still Another! The FCC Amateur Radio 
&.= | Sstatistical Report indicates that the FCC 
had their computers programmed some years 
4 back to provide for Communicator Amateur 
|| Licensees with Group E eall signs. Also pro- 
te vision was made for keeping track of "Auto- 
aS matic Renewals". Neither the Communicator 
fi <| | Class nor Automatic Renewals (for Extra 
he Class amateurs) were ever adopted but their 
—& | presence on the monthly FCC stats (without 
‘= < figures) leaves little doubt that the Commis- 
“5 © | sion did at one time intend to enact them. 
SPORT 
#10101 


Episode Two: 


Page #7 


March 1, 1986 


It's starting to sound like a Soap opera. 
The saga has been going on for exactly a year 
now! In ease you have missed some of the 


Last March 2nd, the Alabama 
VHF-UHF Council Board of Directors voted in 


q 20-kHz band plan for two meter repeaters. 


po 
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ag January 1985 1986 

2S] New First Time Amateurs: 1,343 1,500 

33} Novice Class Upgrading: 647 700 

#1 Technician Class Upgrading: 257 224 plot... 
General Class Upgrading: 116 277 : 
Advanced Class Upgrading: 77 140 Episode One: 
Total Amateurs Upgrading: 1,097 1,341 
Total Amateurs Renewing: Et ooe 


There was no meeting of the repeater owners 
- no opinions asked - no polling. They just did 
it. A letter was sent to all repeater owners 
stating that 146-148 MHz repeaters had until 
July ist to change frequencies. Those not 
complying would be eonsidered to have non- 
coordinated frequencies which would be 
assigned to another operator. All surrounding 
states are on the 15 kHz ARRL supported 
plan. 


A meeting of the Alabama 
Repeater Council was held at the Birming- 
Hamfest held last May. The reason given for 
the abrupt change to 20-kHz was that ACSB 
(narrowband compandered sideband) is the 
mode of the future and that "FM would be 
dead within five years." Alabama would lead 
the nation by placing narrowband repeaters 
inbetween existing 20-kHz spaced channels 
and the changeover to ACSB would be 
orderly. Plans were initiated to build an 
experimental ACSB repeater. The July list 
ehange to 20-kHz remained in effect much to 
the irritation of many (but not all) repeater 
owners. 


Episode Three: The 20-kHz band plan went 
into effect as scheduled. Neighboring states 
retained the 15-kHz plan and their repeaters 
were 5 kHz offset by Alabama machines. Tom 


Ingram, K40OV, Alabama Repeater Council | 


president acknowledged that there were some” 
problems and that he was working to resolve 
them. One repeater in Tennessee had a timer 
fail and locked up/burned out when keyed by - 
an Alabama repeater. Ingram said that the 
problems were the exception. Meanwhile, 
repeater owners formed a task force called 
ACSB - Alabama Committee for Sane Band- 
planning - and hired a lawyer. 


Episode Four: Meeting in Birmingham on 
November 16th, an opposing faction of 


Alabama repeater owners decide they need a 
new Alabama coordinator. They voted to form 
‘the Alabama District of the CVRA - Carolina 
Virginia Repeater Association - a well known 
and respected frequeney coordinator in the 
southeast. A petition was filed with CVRA 
asking that they represent Alabama - or at 
least a section. 


Current Episode: The Alabama VHF-UHF 
Repeater Council now says they need an elec- 
‘tion to allow repeater owners to vote on 
whether they want to retain the 15 kHz or 20 
kHz 2-meter spacing or not. "The ballots are 
in the mail", President Tom Ingram told me. 
"It's a binding referendum. If the repeater 
owners want to move back to 15 kHz, we will. 
Each of the 104 repeaters in the 146 to 148 
MHz band - those affected by the new plan - 
will have a vote." 


"I instigated it [the election] after a 
telephone conversation with the Board of 
Directors. I wanted to make sure we were 
fair. Only members of the Alabama Repeater 
Council ean vote. Those owners not a member 
were sent a ballot and given an opportunity 
to send in their $5.00 membership with their 
ballot. A six member 'blue ribbon commission! 
headed up by ARRL's Section Manager, Joe 
{ Smith, Jr., WA4RNP, will count the votes." 


Stay tuned. 


PEOPLE/LINK - NEW INFORMATION UTILITY 


A eapsulized version of the W5YI 
REPORT not only appears on CompuServe's 
"HamNet", but will now also be available on 
"Ham/Link" - a service of American People/- 
LINK, a new computer information utility. 


An information utility is a company 
whose primary thrust is making various data- 
banks available to the public through a 
modem/personal computer lashup. The largest 
two are The Source (McLean, Virginia - now a 
division of Readers Digest) and CompuServe 
(the largest) out of Columbus, Ohio. (New sub- 
seriber inquiries - Source: 800-336-3366, Com- 
puServe: 800-848-8990, both toll free.) 


American People/LINK (800-524-0100 - 
a division of American Home Network, Ine. of 
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Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004) caters 


primarily to hobbyists and has been operating - 


experimentally only since last year. Access 
charges are substantially less than that of 
The Source and CompuServe's $6.00 to $7.75 
per hour non-prime time cost (plus $2.00 per 
hour for if connection goes through Tymnet, 
Uninet or Telenet.) 


P/Link's cost for non-prime time is 
$3.95 per hour with no additional charge for 
using Tymnet or Telenet. (Special "Happy 
Hours" carry even further reduced prices!) 
People/LINK is basically a nation-wide elec- 
tronic playground. They offer NetMail (elec- 
tronie mail), PartyLine (on-line interactive 
communication with other users), ClubLink 
(hobby groups), PeopleSean (national Bulletin 
Board), plus much more (...games, graphics, 
newsmagazines, gossip column ...ete.) 


Ham/Link started as the Ham Radio Net 
- a computer bulletin board out of Newington, 
Connecticut. Neal Atkins, KC4NK, a user on 
the HRN is associated with American People/- 
Link. Last November, HRN became Ham/Link - 
another hobby group on People/Link - headed 
up by Ed Raso, WA2FTC - the editor of 
"Gateway" - the packet radio newsletter. Not 
only does "Gateway" appear on Ham/Link, but 
also the W1AW Bulletins and the ARRL 
Letter. (WSYI Report summary effective 
March Ist.) 


For further information econtaet Ed 
Raso at 946 Willard Avenue; Newington, Con- 
necticut 06111 (Tel: 203-667-2773 - even- 
ings/weekends) Even though Ham/Link origi- 
nates from Newington, Connecticut, it is not 
ARRL connected. 


ED OSD 


ON CANADA'S RESTRUCTURING PROPOSAL 


Canada's "Discussion Paper" (similar to 
our NPRM) on restructuring their amateur 
service is receiving a lot of interest north of 
the border! Canada's DOC (Department of 
Communications) sent us a copy and it makes 
for. very interesting reading. By law, all 
Canadian government documents must 
printed in both English and French. The docu- 
ment is 36 pages long. The front 18 pages are 
in English. If you flip the booklet up and read 
from the back, it is in French. 


be. 


operator and 


T’ hate nauvad harm 3s 


Tama currently licensed Extra Class amateur radio 


wish to be a volunteer examiner. 


Amateur radio started in Canada in 
1914 with a simple station inspection and a 5 
wpm Morse code test. Written tests didn't 
appear until 1920! In the 1930's the written 
test was broadened and the code requirement 
increased to 10 wpm. Only CW operation was 
allowed. Morse code at 15 wpm and a more 
detailed examination allowed phone operation. 


The DOC ecollected information from 16 
foreign countries. Most administrations offer 
a "no-code" license and, with one exception 
(Japan) permit operation under such a license 
only on VHF and higher amateur bands. 


Canada does not offer a _ beginner's 
license. The DOC notes that most countries 
offer three licensing levels - Novice, general 
and VHF only and allow power levels to 
increase commensurate with the grade of 
license issued. Canada has one power level - 
1000 watts DC input to all of its licensees. 


The DOC said the primary interest of 
Canadian amateurs includes public service, 
recreation and technical experimenting. Some 


are at a disadvantage in attempting to absorb 
the amount of material necessary to pass the 
technical examination. Most amateurs, it 
observed, engage in public service and recre- 
ational communication using commercially 
manufactured and serviced equipment. 


ad (see margin between pages 4 & 7) on license preparation mat ria 


come irom tnis and wouid appreciate it if you WoOuIC — 


but the "Digital Certificate" has not been 
popular due to its difficult examination. Only 
198 licenses have been issued in the eight 
years of its existence. (75% went to already 
licensed amateurs.) The DOC proposes to 
offer a no code "Certificate A" which would 
allow an individual to operate a basic, com- 
mercially built amateur station (but not a 
repeater) above 30 MHz in the voice mode 
with a maximum power output of 250 watts. 


The examination for Certificate "A" 
would consist of installation/operation of an 
amateur station including necessary adjust- 
ments, grounding, low-pass filters, antenna 
tuners, basie electronic theory, safety prac- 
tices, interference handling ...antennas and 
propagation theory. Comments close on May 
16, 1986. 
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FAST & FURIOUS ...Telecommunications News 


{| Most VEC's (including the ARRL and 
W5YI programs) are changing the questions to 


Technician/General class on April 1, 1986. If 
you plan on taking this examination after 
Mareh 31st, be sure you get the right study 
material as there are many changes in the 
questions. Element 3 Study Guide available 
from us for $4.95 plus $1.50 postage. Be sure. 
to specify that you want the new questions 
and multiple-choice answers. 


{ Biggest headache facing commercial 
broadeast stations is local/state RFR (radio 
frequency radiation) legislation. Many states 
already have (or are in the process of) enact- 
ing laws that are more stringent than federal 
ANSI standards. NAB pressing FCC to exert 
its "statutory right" to pre-empt state and 


local RFR standards. National League of 


Cities maintains that FCC cannot pre-empt 
local government rights to set public safety 
standards. 


{~ Houst Compag Computer, only: in’ 
business four s, had sales last year of 
$504 million (up ) with earnings $26.6 mil- 
lion. They introduced a faster version 23-lb 


"Compag II" on es 20th. 


{ VCR's (video cassette recorders) now 
are in 30% of all homes! Neilsen survey show 
the average user records three hours of pro- 
gramming a week and plays back 42-hours! 


{' Now with scrambling standards in 
place, HBO is now set to launch another new 
"Festival" pay network. HBO didn't grow much 
last year. (1985 saw only 100,000 more sub- 
seribers over 1984's 14.6 million.) 


{ "Viewers First National" network set 
to debut a pay TV service to home Satellite 
dish owners. Five or ten services will be 
offered for $10 to $12 a month. VFN will be 
sold by a network of satellite hardware 
dealers who will receive a commission. 


{ Serambling is having a big effect on 
the satellite hardware industry. In an economy 
move, dealers have cancelled an_ industry 
effort to promote home satellite equipment. 


{ Another bill regulating satellite 
scrambling has.emerged in Congress. Repre- 


sentative Mae Sweeney (D-Texas) has auth- 
ored a bill (H.R.3989) which would allow 
serambling only under four conditions (1.) that 
all serambled signals can be unscrambled by 
the same decoder, (2.) that the serambling 
companies have produced enough decoders to 
fill any order within 60 days, (3.) that the 
decoders are reasonably priced and (4.) that 
the subscription fees to home satellite owners 
do not exceed that paid by cable TV users. 


{ Dishes to become plates? Panasonic 
and Comsat have developed a flat plate (or 
planar) antenna for satellite broadeast recep- 
; tion that, when mounted on a roof, can be 
disguised as a chimney, window or skylight! 
They will manufacture the device as a joint 
venture. The plate is actually a rectangular 
box with one or more moveable elements that 
do not have to face the satellite. It is easier 
to mount, esthetically more desirable and can 
be used for all types of satellite programming. 


{| Tandy/Radio Shack has introduced a 


System at $1995. Step by step set up is expe- 
dited by a 30 minute video cassette manual! 


{| FCC issued a warning on February 4th 
that satellite uplink operators and backyard 
earth station owners can be slapped with a 
$10,000 fine and imprisoned for up to 2 years 
if they maliciously jam another's satellite 
transponder. Programmers (such as TV super 
station WOR) said jamming is a big problem. 


{@ Swedish researchers have reported a 
connection between radiation from video dis- 
play terminals (VDT's) and birth defects. Swe- 
den's version of OSHA says a study has re- 
vealed that "low-frequency pulsed magnetic 
fields of a kind similar to those appearing at 
VDT's and TV sets seem to influence the out- 
come of pregnancies in mice and rats." VDT 
radiation effects on humans are not clear. 


{ An 18 year old "hacker" from Kirk- 
land, Washington, has been charged with elec- 
tronically breaking into the computers of the 
Microsoft Corporation among others. Michael 
Wilkerson systematically checked some 50,000 
telephone numbers for modem tones! 
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{| When the FCC went to a ten year li- 
cense, it also adopted a two year grace per- 
iod for both the amateur radio station and 
operator licenses (PR Docket 83-337). FCC: 
policy, however, still allows the old five year 
grace period for the old five year amateur 
radio operator license and the new two year 
grace period for the station license and re- 
taining the previous eall sign. An applicant 
need not be re-tested for the expired privi- 
leges during this grace period but will be 
issued a new call sign after two years. Gor- 
don Girton, W5NLG, recently petitioned the 
FCC to have the rules reflect the 2 year/sta- 
tion and 5 year/operator grace periods. 


{ Over 250,000 cellular telephones have 
been installed in automobiles since the fall of 
1983 when they were first authorized. More 
than 200,000 more are expected in 1986. 
Ninety-seven systems (79 wire-line and 18 
nonwire-line) are now in operation. (FCC reg- 
ulations allow one wireline and one non-wire- 
line to operate in each cellular market.) Hard- 
ware prices are plummeting! Installations that — 
eost $3,000 in 1983 are going for under 
$1,000 today! Trivia: Regular mobile radiotel- 
ephones are exactly 40 years old. They were 
first authorized in St. Louis in 1946. 


{ AM broadcast band ITU conference is 
scheduled for Apri to May in Geneva. 
How many new radio stations the 100 kHz 
expansion (to 1705 kHz) will accomodate will 
depend on the power limits and other techni- 
cal parameters to be adopted. U.S. and Can- 
ada said to be pushing for a 5 to 10 kw limi- 
tation instead of the present 50 kw level now 
in effect. WARC-79 guidelines provide for 
1605 to 1665 kHz to be made available for 
broadeasting in 1988 ...the remainder in 1990. 


{ FCC issued a ruling denying a waiver 
request from Lee Shoblom, K6ADA, of Lake 
Havasu City, Arizona, to use his amateur sta- 
tion to gather news for broadcast over his 
commercial low-power television station. The 
Private Radio Bureau said the waiver "would 
set an undesireable precedent and the pro- 
posed use of amateur frequencies as an 
adjunet to a television station operation did 
not comport with the character of the Ama- 
teur Radio Service." (Federal Register, page 
#4988, February 10, 1986) 


